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REQUEST FOR REFUND 




i Mm 



Applicant hereby requests a refund in the amount of &lQ.Ofo for the two month extension 
of time fee charged to Davis Munck Deposit Account No. 50-0208 on April 19, 2005. A copy of 
the Deposit Account Statement dated April 2005 is attached. 

Applicants filed ft Notice of Appeal on February 22, 2005 and a Request for Continued 
Examination in response to the Notice of Appeal on April 4, 2005 (copies attached). Therefore, no 
extension of time was necessary in connection with the filing of the Request for Continued 
Examination. 

Please issue a credit in the amount o gffiO.Oj fto Davis Munck Deposit Account No. 50-0208 

for this overpayment. 
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DAUIS MUNCK -» 915712736500 



NO. 293 



E701 



TELEPHONE (972} 62*0600 



DAVISMUNCK 

, UUMRttttllUMtoUfjl 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
900 THREE OaLLERIA TOWER 
13155 NOEL ROAD 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75140 



FACSIMILE <»72)62«-J616 



Facsimile Cover Sheet 



To: Deposit Account Branch 
From; William A. Munck 
Date: December?, 2005 



Fax: 
Time: 



571-273-6500 
1:26 PM 



Client/Matter NAT1 15-04762 



THIS FAX CONSISTS OF 32 PAGE(S) (INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET). 
IF THERE IS A PROBLEM JN RECEIVING THIS FAX, PLEASE CALL (972) 628-3600 



Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 09/713,643 



THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION IS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL AND IS INTENDED SOLELY 
FOR THE USE OF THE RECIPIENT NAMED ABOVE. IF YOU ARE NOT TIIK NAMED RECIPIENT BUT 
HAVE RECEIVED THIS FAX, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE COPYING, RELEASE, 
DISTRIBUTION. USE OR RETENTION OF THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. 
IF YOU HAVE INADVERTENTLY BEEN DELIVERED THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION. PLEASE CALL 
US COLLECT AT (97) 62BO600 OR RETURN IT TO US BY U.S. MAIL AT THE LETTERHEAD ADDRESS. 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION BY FACSIMILE 



The undersigned hereby certifies that tbe following documents; 



1. 
2. 

3. 



Request for Refund; 

Copy of Request for Continued Examination with accompanying documents filed on 
April 4, 2005; and 

Copy of Notice of Appeal with accompanying documents filed on February 22, 2005 



relating to the above application were faxed to (571) 273-6500 on December 9 . 2005. 



Date: 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

Phone: (972) 628-3600 

Fax: (972) 628-3616 

E-mail: wmunck@davismwick.com 




Faxer 
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Serial No.: 
Filing Date: 
Title: 
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November 15, 2000 j 
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AND METHOD OF OPERATION ! 
P04762 ! 
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Docket No.; 
Client No.: 



The following documents were received in the US. Patent and Trademark Office on the 
date stamped below: 

1) Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail; 

2) Amendment and Response to Office Action; 

3) Request for Continued Examination Transmittal; 

4) Fee Transmittal for FY 2005 (in duplicate); and 



, j — - — — v — c * m 

5) Check in the amount of $790.00 for the RCB filing fee. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
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Filed 
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Group No, 
Examiner 
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Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



John e. Gavlik, bt al. 
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November 15,2000 

MULTITASKING MICROCONTROLLER FOR 
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INTERFACE CARD AND METHOD OF OPERATION 

2154 

Ashokkumar B. Patel 



Sir: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING B Y FIRST CLASS MAIL 
The undersigned hereby certifies that the following documents: 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 



Request for Continued Examination Transmittal; 

Amendment and Response to Office Action; 

Fee Transmittal for FY 2005 (hi duplicate); 

Check in the amount of $790.00 for the RCE filing fee; and 

Postcard Receipt 



relating to the above application, were deposited as "First Class Mail" with the United States Postal Service 
addressed jo: MAIL STOP RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13, on 
fiflAJLlL* 2005. 



Date: 7HL.A! 7/2sdT 

P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

Phone: (972) 628-3600 

Fax:(972)628.3616 

E-mail: •wmunck%1amtnunck.com 



Mailer 



Reg. No. 39,308 
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3Ufl REP. NO. | Cu %U^Nv{^^NUM^° | INVOICE DATg | INVOICE AMOUNT 



03/3Q/10QS CH£a {' NQ: 



AMOUNT PAW) 



DISCOUNT TaK£jX 



57371 NATO 5-4762 3/29/2005 790.00 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Transmittal Fee 



790.00 



CHECK AMOUNT 



$790,00 




DAVIS MUNCK, P.C* operating account 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
Commissioner of Patents 



48139 



03/30/2005 



48139 



57371 NATI15-4762 3/29/2005 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) Transmittal Fee 



790.00 



790,00 



CHECK AMOUNT $790.00 
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Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 

Mail Stop RCE 

CommissionBr for Patents 
% P.O.BoxUSO 
\AfBXandna, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



08/713.643 



Ring Pete 



First Named tnv&ntor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Nam* 



Attorney Docket Number 



tavern to IS. 2000 



JOHN E. QAVLIK 



21S4 



ASHOKKUUAR 0. PATEL 



PG476Z (NATI15-04782) 



This lo a Roqueat far Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the ebovHdentlfled applIciUon. 

iSf* J 0 ' C 1 "?"^ Examination (RCE) praatlca under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to Juna 8. 
1 995. or to any design application. Sm Instruction Sheel for RCEs (not to bo oupmlUod lo the USPTQ) on page 2, 



ISiibmiaston required under 37 CPR 1.1 idnof : if tha rcp u ■ 



, j proper, any previously flled unentorod etnenoVnenl* and 

amendments enclosed with the RCE wHI bo entered in tha order in which they wars filed untes* appHcant Instructs otherwise, If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously fifed unamar&d amendment^) entered, applicant must roqueat norwnuy of such 
amendment^). ' 

a. D Pnw,DU * t y aufcmJItod. if a Onal Office action lo outstanding, any amendments fDod after the final Offlca action may bo 

— oonajderad aa a submlaslon Bvan if thb box It not enacted. 

'* O Consider the arguments h tha Appeal Bnef or flaty Briqf previously filed on 

II. O Other 

L 1^1 Amendmant/Raotv jg 



Endoaed 

f^) Amandmant/Reply 
li. Q Affldavlt(syOectarai!on(sj 



F"l In/ormauon Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
Iv rU\ Carllflcata of Mailing: pastcard recelpl; 
UU other FfloTmnflmUlflf Bar FY 200S (In duptata). 



Z. [Miscellaneous] 

i— | Suspension of ectlon on the above-foaricffiia application la requested under 37 CFR 1. 1 03(c) for a 

LJ period of months. (Period of lusperafcA v\ut not exceed 1 (norths: Fa* undar 37 CFR 1.17(f) mqulnd) 

Q Othor 



a. 



3. [ POTS I The RC£ fae undar 37 CFR 1.1 7(a) (a required by 37 CFR 1,114 when the RC5 la filed. 

0The Director Is hereby authorized to change tha following fees, or credit any overpayment?, to 
Deposit Account No, 5tH*Zp$ 



0. 

c. 



I. 0 RCS tee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

II. Q Extenalon of time faa (37 cfr Lisa sno i.Uj 
ta. Q Other 

(✓) Chacfcfnthaamounloia 760.00 



.enclosed 



Q Payment by credit card (Portn PTO-203B antiMad) 

WARNING: Information on thla form may bicomo public. Credit card Information should not 
be Included en this farm. Provide credit oard Information and summation on PTQ.2Q3B. 



TC StQNATVRB OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY. OR AGENT REQUIRED 



ILL 



l^^^J^^Vo^?SS!^ 13 b6 i!S u ^i "S n f" UtilM 8tfllM PoatBl 9inri « »^c'^ P«l«9* as Oral class mail in an eiwetops 



ataninire 



| Dsn | 



il ^Tf^ 1S^^ D) : 17 CFH 1 m - ^ i ^™ tl °" * to abiati or ntah a bench by aSe public whicn ts to nta Q <* by the wpto 

fimf^ ^. 4 ^^ ^Sr?""* fwm to tha USPTa Ttm. wflf yory dspandlnfl upcn lha IndMdjai ess*. Any^n^ii oTJii 

K^-a^SJT to*™**** 1 * ^ «uoc«*tlon* (or rsdud^e U* bunion, ihould tM ssnt to tha Chkrf tntermstlon CMmu US. Pattnl cwt 

AOO^S ?2St^ 2*i*£!!?2Sl ^^.PO- 8« i 4M * Ate » n *»". v * 2tti>14W. OO NOT S&NO F&>$ QR COMPLETED FOAMS TO THIS 
address. ECHO TOr Wsl atoeftcs, Commtaalonar for Patenta, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 2211 3-1450. 

if you need assistant* to campiottng (ha Aum, e*B 1 4M-PT0~9199 refer/ option X 
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FEE TRANSMITTAL 

For FY 2005 


Compfatmit Known *\ 


Application NumbK 


09/713.643 


Filing Data 


November 15, 2000 


Flral Named Invanlor 


John E. Gnvlik 


"T_l Applicant cteffli small emliy stems. See 3* CFR 1.27 


Examiner NaAio 


AshokkumarB. Patel 


\TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($) m 0Q 


Art Unit 


2154 

P047S2 (NAT11 3-04762) J 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check aft that apply) 



3check DcrcdirCard OMoneyOrter QNonc Doihcr (pk«« identify): 

j£j Deposit ACCOUm Dapw* Aanouni Numbar^JMZflS Pagan AocmmiNam*: Davis Munck. P.C. 



For the above-fctemrflad daposll account, Uia Oifoclor ia hereby authorized to: (check all that apply) 

□ Charge ,«,(*) inftMtf oak* Q ^ ^ lntotoJ tobw# MC9p| fof ^ ^ f-fl 

•CT) Chivyo any additional fee(a) or underpayment! of raefe) f^l ertw41l ... rtu-1 , rtAwmArttt 
^uAd»r37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 |J^ Credit any overpayments 

•Cfi^S^iflSl'ri^r^^-^*^-^'" To Siir23Ii^ =e " TT- ,,ubl,c, Cirt Wormal[an •'"uld n « Included <m (hit form. Pfovtoacndrt card 



| Info/mallow and awing riaatten an PTO-JCM; 
PRECALCULATION 



1. 8 ASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES 



Utility 
Design 
Plant 
Reissue 
Provisional 

2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
Ff Da«criotle^ 



FILING FEES 

Small emiw 
fain F^rsi 



SEARCH FEES 

gmgfl Entity 

EflftiU Full) 



EXAMINATION FEES 
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Em Pile; fl) 
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200 
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200 
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AO 


300 


ISO 


500 
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300 


200 


100 
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0 



Each claim over 20 or. for Reissues, each claim over 20 and more than in the original patent 50 

Each independent claim over 3 or, for Reissues, each independent claim more than io the original patent 200 

| Multiple dependent claims 360 

"■'PMM a frVlCWmi £flftJil EmM^MOX Mutrlnl^epandantClalin. 



EfifliU Efjifi 



25 
100 
180 



HP « nlonut numMr tf total tiaima poW for, fl qi aster than 20 
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MP • hfghaal numbar of tadewttonl dalffM ptid (Of, If a/O&tif Inert 3 
1 3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE 
If the specification and drawing exceed 100 sheets of paper, the application size fee due is $250 ($ 125 for small entity) 
for each optional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 ILS.C. 4l(aXlMO) and 37 CFR 1.16(g), 
PM^m* Etirca&MtS NHmhflf Of each additional 60 or fraction theraof Paid t%) 

" 100 " _ - '50* (fOuitduplQflDMhOtonumfaflf) x m 



[ 4. OTHER fEE(S) 

Non-English Specification, $130 fee (no small entity discount) 
Other:_fteoueat for Continued Examination Transmittal Fee 



Faaa Paid-in 



t790.no 



SUBMITTED BY 



Signature 



Mama (PrfntrTypel 



y^il'Uam A. Munck 



RsgialraUan No. „ 
(AttcrwaW*fl^> 39.308 



972-6280600 
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AOOR£«,seND TO; Cemmtsalont/mr Patent!, P.O. Box 143D. Alexandria, VA W1M480* 
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Group No.: 
Examiner: 
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2154 



AshokkumarB. Patel 



MAIL STOP RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
In response to the Office Action dated September 22, 2004 and the Notice of Appeal filed 
on February 22, 2005, the Applicants respectfully request continued examination of the above- 
identified patent application. 

Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows. 



PACE 11J32 • RCVD AT 1218/2005 2:30:40 PM (Eastern Standard M] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6f29 • DNBi73M00 ' CSID.172 628 381 9 • OURATION (mm*):0W2 



12/09/05 



14:49 



DRUIS MJNCK -> 915712736508 



NO. 293 012 



Docket NO. P04762 
Serial No. 09/713,643 
Patent 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for controlling a physical layer 
interface of a network interface card in real time, said apparatus comprising: 

a first memory capable of storing a multitasking control program, said multitasking 
control program comprising a main routine and a plurality of subroutines sequentially callable by 
said main routine; 

a second memory capable of storing a plurality of multitasking vectors associated with 
said multitasking control program; and 

a microcontroller capable of executing said multitasking control program; 

wherein program execution control is transferred from said main routine to a first one of 
said plurality of subroutines when said first subroutine is called by said main routine; [[and]] 

wherein said first subroutine, upon encountering a decision point in said first subroutine 
that is not yet capable of being decided, updates a first one of said plurality of multitasking 
vectors associated with said first subroutine with an address of said decision point and transfers 
program execution control back to said main routine ; and 

whCTCin the main routine, after sequentially transferring program execution control to 
each remaining subroutine in the plurality of subroutines, again transfers program execution 
control from the main routine to the first subroutine at the address of the decision point contained 
in_the first multitasking vector . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said 
main routine uses ooid firot other multitasking vector^ to subsequently and sequentially transfer 
program execution control back to said firot each remaining subroutine at [[said]] address of 
said first s decision point contained in each of the other multitasking vectors . 

3. (Previously Presented) - The apparatus as set forth in Claim 2 wherein said 
first memory comprises a read-only memory (ROM) associated with said microcontroller. 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 3 wherein said 
second memory comprises a random access memory (RAM) associated with said 
microcontroller. 

5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 4 wherein said 
ROM and said RAM are internal to said microcontroller. 

6* (Previously Presented) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 4 wherein at 
least one of said ROM and said RAM comprises an external device coupled to said 
microcontroller. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 2 wherein said 
first memory and said second memory comprise a random access memory (RAM) associated 
with said microcontroller, 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as set forth in Claim 7 wherein said 
RAM comprises an external device coupled to said microcontroller. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A processing system comprising; 
a data processor; and 

a network interface card for coupling said processing system to a data network, said 
network interface card comprising an apparatus for controlling a physical layer interface of said 
network interface card in real time, said apparatus comprising: 

a first memory capable of storing a multitasking control program, said 
multitasking control program comprising a main routine and a plurality of subroutines 
sequentially callable by said main routine; 

a second memory capable of storing a plurality of multitasking vectors associated 
with said multitasking control program; and 

a microcontroller capable of executing said multitasking control program; 
wherein program execution control is transferred from said main routine to a first one of 
said plurality of subroutines when said first subroutine is called by said main routine; [[and]] 

wherein said first subroutine, upon encountering a decision point in said first subroutine 
that is not yet capable of being decided, updates a Qrst one of said plurality of multitasking 
vectors associated with said first subroutine with an address of said decision point and transfers 
program execution control back to said main routin e: and 

wherein the main routine, a fter sequentially transferring program execution control to 
gash remaining sub routine in the plurality of subroutines, again transfers program execution 
control fr om the main routine to the first subroutine at the address of the decision point contained 
in the first multitasking vector 
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10. (Currently Amended) The processing system as set forth in Claim 9 
wherein said main routine uses s aid - foot other multitasking vectors to subsequently apd 
jeq».ffl.*tollY transfer program execution control back to ooid firot each remaining subroutine at 
[[said]] an address of oaid firot a decision point contained in each of the other multitasking 
vectors . 

11. (Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 10 
wherein said first memory comprises a read-only memory (ROM) associated with said 
microcontroller. 

12. (Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 11 
wherein said second memory comprises a random access memory (RAM) associated with said 
microcontroller. 

13. (Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 12 
wherein said ROM and said RAM are internal to said microcontroller. 

14. (Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 12 
wherein at least one of said ROM and said RAM comprises an external device coupled to said 
microcontroller. 
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15. {Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 10 
wherein said first memory and said second memory comprise a random access memory (RAM) 
associated with said microcontroller. 



16, (Previously Presented) The processing system as set forth in Claim 15 
wherein said RAM comprises an external device coupled to said microcontroller. 
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17. (Currently Amended) * For use in a network interface card having a 
physical layer interface controllable by a microcontroller embedded therein, a method of 
operating the microcontroller comprising the steps of: 

storing a multitasking control program, the multitasking control program comprising a 
main routine and a plurality of subroutines sequentially callable by the main routine; 

storing a plurality of multitasking vectors associated with the multitasking control 
program; and 

i 

. executing the multitasking control program in a microcontroller, 

transferring program execution control from the main routine to a first one of the plurality 
| of subroutines when the first subroutine is called by the main routine; 

when the first subroutine encounters a decision point in the first subroutine that is not yet 
capable of being decided, updating a first one of the plurality of multitasking vectors associated 
with the first subroutine with an address of the decision point; [[and]] 
, transferring program execution control back to (he main routin e: and 

i 

! after sequentially transferring program execution control from the main routine to each 

i 

| remaining subroutine in the plurality of subroutines, again transferring program execution 

j 
i 

control from the mnin routine to the first subroutine at the address of the decision point contained 
in the first multitasking vector . 



I 

i 

i 
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18. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in Claim 17 further 
comprising the step of using tho firGt other multitasking vectors to subsequently and sequentially 
transfer program execution control from the main routine back to tho first each remaining 
subroutine at [[the]] an address of fe e- first a decision point contained in each of the other 
multitasking vectors . 

19. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in Claim 18 wherein the 
first memory comprises a read-only memory (ROM) associated with the microcontroller. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in Claim 19 wherein the 
second memory comprises a random access memory (RAM) associated with the microcontroller. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in Claim 20 wherein the 
ROM and the RAM are internal to the microcontroller, 

22. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in Claim 20 wherein at least 
one of the ROM and the RAM comprises an external device coupled to the microcontroller. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-22 were pending in this application. 
Claims 1-22 have been rejected. 

Claims 1, 2, 9, 10, 17, and 18 have been amended as shown above. 
Claims 1*22 remain pending in this application. 

Reconsideration and full allowance Qf Claims 1 -22 are respectfully requested: 

I. REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C S 103 

The Office Action rejects Claims 1-22 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S, Patent No. 6,182,238 to Cooper ^Coopef) in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,530,051 to 
Johnson et aJ. CJohnsori*)* This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

In ex parte examination of patent applications, the Patent Office bears the burden of 
establishing a prima facie case of obviousness. {MPEP § 2142: In re Fritck 972 F.2d 1260, 
1262, 23 U.S.P.Q.2d J 780, J 783 (Fad, Cir. 1992)1 The initial burden of establishing a prima 
fade basis to deny patentability to a claimed invention is always upon die Patent Office. (MPEP 
§ 2142; In re Oetiker. 977 F. 2d 1443, 1445, 24 U.S.P.Q.2d 1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir. 1992); In re 
Piasecki. 745 F.2d 1468, 1472, 223 U.S.P.Q. 785, 788 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). Only when a prima 
fade case of obviousness is established does the burden shift to the applicant to produce 
evidence of nonobviouaness. (MPEP § 2142; In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443. 1445. 24 US.P.Q.2d 
1443. 1444 (Fed. Cir. 1992); In re Rifckaert, 9 F.3d 1531 1532, 28 U.S.P.Q.2d 1955, 1956 
(Fed. Cir. 1993)). If the Patent Office does not produce a prima facie case of unpatentability, 
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then without more the applicant is entitled to grant of a patent. (In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1441, 
144S % 24 U.S.PQ.2d 1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir. 1992): In re Grabiak, 769 F.2d 729. 733. 226 
US.P.Q. 870, 873 (Fed. Or. 1985)). 

A prima facie case of obviousness is established when the teachings of the prior art itself 
suggest the claimed subject matter to a person of ordinary skill in the art. [In re Bell, 991 FJd 
781 783. 26 U.S.RQ.2d 1529, 1531 (Fed. Or. 1993)). To establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness, three basic criteria must be met. First, there must be some suggestion or 
motivation, either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference or to combine reference teachings. Second, 
there must be a reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references 
when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. The teaching or suggestion to 
make the claimed invention and the reasonable expectation of success must both be found in the 
prior art, and not based on applicant's disclosure. (MPEP § 2142). 

Claims 1, 9, and 17 have been amended to recite that a plurality of subroutines" are 
"sequentially callable" by a "main routine." Claims 1, 9, and 17 have also been amended to 
recite that the main routine, after "sequentially transferring program execution control" to "each 
remaining subroutine in the plurality of subroutines," again transfers "program execution 
control" to the "fust subroutine" at an "address of [a] decision point contained in [a] first 
multitasking vector." 

The Office Action acknowledges that Cooper fails to disclose a "multitasking control 
program" that includes a "main routine" and a "plurality of subroutines." {Office Action, Page 5. 
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Last paragraph). Based on this acknowledgement, Cooper also fails to disclose that a "plurality 
of subroutines" are "sequentially callable" by a "main routine" as recited in Claims 1, 9, and 17. 

The Office Action also acknowledges that Cooper fails to disclose a "main routine" 
calling a "first subroutine," where the first subroutine updates a "first multitasking vector" with 
an "address" of a "decision point" that cannot be decided and transfers program execution 
control back to the main routine. (Office Action, Page J, Last paragraph - First, paragraph). 
Based on this acknowledgement, Cooper also fails to disclose that a main routine, after 
transferring program execution control to the "first subroutine" and then sequentially to "each 
remaining subroutine in the plurality of subroutines," again transfers program execution control 
to* the "first subroutine" at an "address of the decision point contained in the first multitasking 
vector" as recited in Claims 1 , 9, and 1 7. . 

Johnson also fails to disclose, teach, or suggest these elements of Claims 1, 9, and 17. 
Johnson recites that a "home process" executing on a "home processor" can invoke a 
"remote process" , on a '"remote processor." (Abstract). The "home process" may operate in 
various states, including states in which the "home process" is waiting for an action to occur or a 
message to be received. (Coi 7, Lines U-62). For example, the "home process" may call a 
"remote process" and then enter a dormant state, and the "home process" remains in the dormant 
state until the "home process" receives a return message from the "remote process." (Coi 7 t Line 
63 - Col 8 4 Line 28), The demote process" may itself invoke execution of other processes and 
enter a dormant state. (Col 10. Lines 27-63\ 

Johnson simply recites that a "home process" on one processor may invoke a "remote 
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process" on another processor, and the "remote process" may itself invoke functions on a 
different processor. However, Johnson lacks any mention that the remote processes are 
"sequentially callable" by the home process, where a first "remote process" is called and then all 
remaining "remote processes" are sequentially called before the first "remote process" is called 
again. As a result, Johnson fails to disclose, teach, or suggest a lfc raain routine 1 * and a "plurality 
of subroutines sequentially callable" by the "main routine," where "program execution control" 
is sequentially transferred to a first subroutine, to each remaining subroutine, and again to the 
first subroutine as recited in Claims l r 9, and 17. 

For these reasons, the proposed Cooper-Johnson combination fails to disclose, teach, or 
! suggest all elements of Claims 1, 9, and 17 (and their dependent claims). Accordingly, the 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the § 103 rejection and full allowance of Claims 1- 
22, 

| PONC^V^ON 

j The Applicants respectfully assert that all pending claims in this application are in 

condition for allowance and respectfully request full allowance of the claims. 
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SUMMARY 

If any issues arise, or if the Examiner has any suggestions for expediting allowance of 
this application, the Applicants respectfully invite the Examiner to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number indicated below or at \vmunck@davismunckxom. 

The Applicants have included the appiropriatc fee to cover the cost of a REQUEST for 
CONTINUED EXAMINATION. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional 
fees connected with this communication (including any extension of time fees) or credit any 
overpayment to Davis Munck Deposit Account No. SO-0208, 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

(972) 628-3600 (main number) 

(972) 628-3616 (fax) 

E-mail: yvmmck@davismtmck.com 



Respectfully submitted, 
Davis Munck, P.C. 




Registration No. 39,308 
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In re. Application of: JOHN E. GAVUK, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/713,643 

Filing Date; November 15, 2000 

Title: MULTITASKING MICROCONTROLLER FOR CONTROLLING 

r THE PHYSICAL LAYER OF A NETWORK INTERFACE CARD 

1 AND METHOD OF OPERATION / 

pocket No.: P04762 / 

Client No,: NATI1 5-04762 



The following documents were received in the US. Patent and Trade 
date stumped below: 




1 ) Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail; 

2) Notice of Appeal; J$ 

3) Petition For Extension of Time • one month (in duplicate); * *^^ v ^,^ * 

4) Check in the amount of $620.00 for (Notice of Appeal filing fee ($500.00) and one 
month extension of time fee ($ 1 20.00); and 

5) Fee Transmittal for FY 2005 (in duplicate). 



RECEIVED 

MAR 0 4 2005 UAR g , m 

DAVIS MUNCK 
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For ■ MULTITASKING MICROCONTROLLER FOR CONTROLLING 
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AND METHOD OF OPERATION 

Group No. ; 2154 ■ 

Examiner ; Ashokkumar B. Patel 

MAIL STOP AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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2. Notice of Appeal; 
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month extension of time fee ($120.00); and 
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relating to the above application, were deposited as "First Class Mail" with the United States Postal 
Service, addressed to: Mall Stop AF, Coramiasioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria VA 
22313-1450, on February 22, 2005. 

u MailM/ 

William A. Muack 
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2255 IjfcO Daar^rorriply^Wnn^rrNonlh 

2401 170 Notfciof Appeal 

2402 170 Rllng a brfif In oupport or an «cp« tl 

2403 150 Roquoat for oral Mooring 

1461 1,510 pQilttan to Imtltuio a puofle ua* procaadlns 
3452 55 Potldon to rovrvo - unavoloaMfi 
2453 685 PttUlon to revive - unJmenfonat 

2501 m Utfliry >Hua f«o (or raiuua) 

2502 246 OwJgrvtwua Too 

2503 330 Plant laauerea 

1460 130 PatUons to the Cevnmiislonir 
1807 SO Procoaalng Toe under 37 CFR 1.17(0.) 

1606 180 3otrti64i0n or Informs lion OrodMun) 8(mt 

U21 4Q Aaeorolno aach patent ua^nmant par 
proptrty (tlmaa r»um0^r of pmptrtiai) 

2806 36S Atng a awbrrwiian aftar flnal reaction 
<37 CFR 1.128(b)) 

2610 385 For each additional tnvanUeft to bo 
ozamtnad ()7 CFR 1.126(61) 

2601 345 Requaal lot Cononuad Examtnalon (ACE) 

1602 «w Raquaat rcy axpedJJed axamaiiUoa 
of a design application 



Omar (aa (apaoiry) 

*Rfirfuo»d by BasJe PISng F«o Paid 



SUBTOTAL (3) 



$120.00 



($) 620,00 



S triatum 
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Oare 



wpJlNINO; Information an thle fbrm may bacama publk. Cradle card Information ahoutd not 
bo Inctu4oo: on tola form. ProvJda credit cord Information and authorization on PTO4038, 
Thi* ooJlafiboA of fnftirmaiion at reqalrod by 37 CFR 1.U and 1 21, Tha mrDrmatlon la rvquirad to OOUln 0/ fOJain a banofil by In* public which t» to Ctt (and by Iho 
U5PTO to procasa} an appflcabon. CcnOdanuality b gevernad by 35 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. TWa eollacilan b animated lo Uka 12 minutaa to eofoplato, 

•ncaidmo oathanng. prapeftng, end wbrplttina Via campletad apotloabon form to the USPTO. Tlmo vill wry doparidlng upon lho trtdtftuat caia. Any cammanta on 
tna amovfM or nma you raouini to eontpJata Wa form and/M- Bug?oafena for radudno thia burdan. ahould ba aant lo the Chiaf Irdarmaooo Offlcar, U.S. Patent and 
Tnrtemift Offlca, US. Oepartmant or Commorca, P.O. 8m 145a. Alaiandrlo, VA 32513-1430. OO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
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DOCKET NO- P04762 (NATUS-047$2) 
Customer No. 23990 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 



In re application of 

Serial No. 



Filed 



For 



Croup No. 
Examiner 



John E. Gavuk, et al. 
09/713,643 
November 15, 2000 

MULTITASKING MICROCONTROLLER FOR CONTROLLING 
THE PHYSICAL LAYER OF A NETWORK INTERFACE CARD 
AND METHOD OF OPERATION 



2154 



AshokkumarB. Patel 



MAIL STOP AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir 



PETITION FOR EXTENflQN, Of Tffl 



Applicant respectfully requests a one (t) month extension of time for filing a Notice of 
Appeal in response to the final Office Action mailed September 22, 2004 (and the Advisory Action 
mailed January 24, 2005). 

The Applicants believe that only a one (1) month extension of time is required. 
In response to the Office Action dated September 22, 2004. the Applicants filed an 
AMENDMENT and Response on November 22, 2004. The Applicants therefore responded to the 
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ATTOWfBV Docket No. P04762 (NATI1S-04762) 

US. Serial No. 09/7 J 3,643 
Patent 

Office Action within two months of the mailing date of the Office Action. The Examiner issued an 
Advisory Action on January 24, 2005, which was not within three months from the mailing date of 
the Office Action. 

According to the Office Action and pursuant to MPEP § 706.07(f). the shortened statutory 
period for replying to the Office Action expires three months from the date of the final rejection or 
on the mailing date of an Advisory Action, whichever is later. As a result, the shortened statutory 
period for replying to the Office Action expired on January 24, 2005 (the mailing date of the 
Advisory Action). The Applicants therefore only require a one (1) month extension of time. 

The response period expired on January 20, 2005, and if this Petition for Extension of Time is 
granted, the new response date will be February 20, 2005. 

A check in the amount of $620.00 is enclosed for the Notice of Appeal filing fee ($500.00) 
and one (I) month extension of time fee ($120.00). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Davis Munck 
Deposit Account No. 50-0208. 
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NO. 293 030 



AtroftNttY Docket No. P047tt (Natiis-04762) 

U^. Serial Na 09/713,643 
Patent 

Respectfully submitted, 
Davis Munck,P.C. 





Wlliara A. Munck 
Registration No. 39,308 



P.O. Drawer 800889 
Dallas, Texas 75380 
Tel: (972) 628-3600 
FAX: (972) 628-3616 



email; wmunck@da\rismunckcom 
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DOCKET NO.: P04762 
CLIENT NO.: NATU5-04762 
Customer No. 23990 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 
Serial No.: 
Filed; 
For 



Group No.: 
Examiner: 



JOHNE. Gavuk, etal. 
09/713,643 
November 15, 2000 

MULTITASKING MICROCONTROLLER FOR 
CONTROLLING THE PHYSICAL LAYER OF A 
NETWORK INTERFACE CARD AND METHOD OF 
OPERATION 

2154 

Ashokkumar B. Patel 



MAIL STOP AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



Sin 



NOTICE OF APPEAT. 

The Applicant hereby appeals to the Board of Appeals from the decision of the Examiner 
in the Office Action dated September 22. 2004, finally rejecting Claims 1-22. 

A check in the amount of $620.00 is enclosed in payment for the Notice of Appeal filing 
fee ($500.00) and the one month extension of time fee ($120.00). 

The Applicants believe that only a one (I) month extension of time is required with this 
Noticb of Appeal. 
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In response to the Office Action dated September 22. 2004, the Applicants filed an 
Amendment and Response on November 22, 2004. The Applicants therefore responded to the 
Office Action within two months of the mailing date of the Office Action. The Examiner issued 
an Advisory Action oo January 24, 2005, which was not within three months from the mailing 
date of the Office Action. 

According to the Office Action and pursuant to MPEP § 706.07(f), the shortened 
statutory period for replying to the Office Action expires three months from the date of the final 
rejection or on the mailing date of an Advisory Action, whichever is later. As a result, the 
shortened statutory period for replying to the Office Action expired on January 24, 2005 (the 
mailing date of the Advisory Action). The Applicants therefore only require a one (1) month 
extension of time. 

* 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees connected with this 
communication (including any additional extension of time fees) or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0208. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Davis munck, P.C. 



P.O. Drawer 800889 
Dallas, Texas 75380 
Tel: (972)628-3600 
Fax: (972) 628-3616 





Registration No. 39,308 



E-mail: ^munck@davismunck.com 
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Method of Refund: 
. Q ACH/EFT 
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Q Treasury Check 
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